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(54) Abstract Title 

An electrical connector including label mounting means 



(57) An electrical connector provided with label mounting means comprising a cover member 24. The 
electrical connector is of the type that may be secured in a desired position and have a piece of electrical 
equipment releasably connected. The cover member 24 may be formed from a transparent material, for 
example perspex and may have formations which may be mounted onto location means on the connector 
housing by a clipping operation. The connector may comprise a recess in which it is desired to locate a label 
30, said recess being bounded on opposite sides by slots 14a, 14b and along a lower edge by a shoulder 15 
acting as a stop for movement of the label. There may be guidance means provided to assist the insertion of 
the label between the housing and the cover member and to engage the label in a width-wise direction. The 
electrical connector may connect a telephone to a telephone network. 
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PATENTS ACT 1977 
A10558GB- WL 

Title: Improvements Relating to Electrical Connectors 
Description of Invention 

This invention is concerned with electrical connectors, particularly of the 
kind as may be secured in a desired position (such as to a wall or distribution 
board) and to which a piece of electrical equipment (hereinafter referred to as a 
"device" for convenience), may releasably be connected. Such connectors are 
hereinafter referred to as being of the kind specified. 

For example a connector may be connected electrically to a telephone 
distribution board, into which a plug provided at one end of a telephone cable, 
may be connected in a simple and convenient manner. 

Alternatively, connectors may be connected electrically to a central 
processing unit of a computer, enabling a terminal to be connected to a desired 
outlet of the central processing unit 

More recently connectors have been arranged in banks, eg. a plurality of 
connectors may be arranged side-by-side, enabling a device to be connected to 
a selected connector. Correct indication of the address of the connector is thus 
important, as determining the address of one connector from a bank of 
connectors may be a difficult and time consuming process to carry out 
subsequently. 

Several methods are utilised to provide a correct indication of the 
address of the connector, including the use of labels secured in position by 
adhesive. One such method, which is in common use, involves providing the 
connector with a label mounting means, by which a label may easily be 
mounted on the connector, and easily removed therefrom for replacement. For 
example, the label mounting means may be in the form of a pair of parallel ribs 
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of L-shape in cross-section, extending width-wise of the connector, whereby a 
label may be mounted on the connector by insertion between the ribs, in the 
width-wise direction. 

Whilst conventionally such label mounting means has been provided 
with a stop means to limit the insertion of the labels between the ribs, 
nonetheless in the absence of a means to prevent movement of the label in the 
opposite direction, there is a tendency for the label to be inadvertently 
displaced, which may cause subsequent difficulties. 

According to this invention there is provided a connector of the kind 
specified provided with label mounting means comprising a cover member 
secured or adapted to be secured to the housing between which and the housing 
a label may be located. 

Preferably the cover member is transparent, and is conveniently 
provided by a plastics material such as perspex or the like. 

The cover member is conveniently mounted on the housing by a clipping 
operation, and thus conveniently the housing comprises location means, 
conveniently in the form of slots or apertures, into which formations on the 
cover member may be located. 

When mounted on the housing preferably the cover member extends 
parallel to and spaced a short distance from a front face of the housing. 
Preferably the cover member comprises a flat face, and ribs by which the front 
face may be retained in spaced relationship with the housing. Preferably the 
location formations as hereinbefore referred to are provided on such ribs. 

Preferably the housing provides a shoulder providing a stop for 
movement of the label between the housing and the cover member. 

Preferably the housing is provided with guidance means to assist in the 
movement of a label between the housing and the cover member, preferably 
said guidance means being operative in two mutually perpendicular directions. 
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Thus preferably the guidance means comprises first guidance means, 
operative to assist the insertion of the label between the housing and the cover 
member, and second guidance means operative to engage the label in a width- 
wise direction. 

-According to this invention there is also provided a connector of the kind 
specified, together with a label, the connector comprising a transparent cover 
member for the label, wherein the label is larger than the cover member and is 
accessible from a location spaced a short distance from the cover member. 

Thus by using a label which is slightly oversized in relation to the space 
available for it to be located, it is ensured that a small part at least of the label 
protrudes beyond the cover member, enabling the label to be engaged such as 
by a finger or thumb nail of the user, and thus removed from the space between 
the cover member and the housing. 

There will now be given a detailed description, to be read with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, of a connector which is a preferred embodiment 
of this invention, having been selected for the purposes of illustrating the 
invention by way of example. 

In the accompanying drawings: 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing the connector which is the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, with a cover member thereof removed 
for clarity; 

FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the front face of the connector; and 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the cover member of the connector. 
The connector which is the preferred embodiment of this invention is 
specifically for use in connecting a telephone to a telephone network, 
comprising a housing 6, adapted to be secured to a support member such as a 
distribution board, and having a front face 8 provided with an aperture 10. A 
shutter 12 is mounted for sliding movement within the aperture 10, and is 
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capable of movement in the direction of the arrow A to permit a plug (not 
shown) to be inserted into the aperture, and into electrical connection with a 
terminal array mounted therein. 

Located above the shutter 12 is a shallow rectangular recess 13, 
providing an area in which it is desired to locate a label, said recess being 
bounded on opposite sides by slots 14a, 14b and along a lower edge, by a 
shoulder 15. 

Opposite the shoulder the wall of the housing is ramped, as shown at 18, 
providing first guidance means of the connector, whilst side walls 19a and 19b 
are inwardly inclined, providing second guidance means of the connector. End 
regions of the side walls 19a and 19b afford shoulders 20a, 20b, facing the 
shoulder 15. 

The connector also comprises a cover member 24, in the form of a thin 
plate of transparent material such as perspex, provided on opposite sides with 
shallow ribs 26a, 26bu each rib terminating in a deflectable location formation 
28a, 28b. 

The cover member 24 may be mounted on the connector by snap- fitting 
the ribs 26a, 26b into the slots 14a, 14b, the location formations 28a, 28b 
retaining the cover member spaced a short distance from the face of the recess 
13, and restraining inadvertent movement of the cover member from the 
connector. 

A label, such as is indicated at 30 in Figure 2, may be inserted into the 
space between the face of the "recess 13 and the cover member 24, such 
insertion being assisted by a location of the leading edge of the cover member 
within the ramped portion 18, providing siid first guidance means, whilst the 
side walls 19a and 19b ensure a conect width-wise location of the label, 
providing said second guidance means. In this manner a label may be mounted 



on the connector member easily, despite the connector member being difficult 
to reach. 

Conveniently a cover member is utilised which is slightly oversized in 
the direction of insertion, ensuring that the label has been fully inserted into 
position, a trailing edge protrudes from the cover member 24, as is shown in 
Figure 2, enabling the label to be engaged by, for example, a person's finger 
nail, for easy removal. 

By the use of the invention not only may a label be mounted on the 
connector very easily, but is also protected by the transparent cover member 
against its markings being obliterated. 

Whilst the invention has been described above in relation to its 
application to a telephone connector, it will of course be appreciated that the 
invention may be utilised with advantage in other electrical distribution 
systems, including not only telephone networics but also personnel computers, 
and similar devices used for communication purposes within computer and 
telephone networks. 

In the present specification "comprises" means "includes or consists of f 
and "comprising" means "including or consisting of 1 . 

The features disclosed in the foregoing description, or the following 
claims, or the accompanying drawings, expressed in their specific forms or in 
terms of a means for performing the disclosed function, or a method or process 
for attaining the disclosed result, as appropriate, may, separately, or in any 
combination of such features, be utilised for realising the invention in diverse 
forms thereof. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A connector of the kind specified provided with label mounting means 
comprising a cover member secured or adapted to be secured to the housing 
between which and the housing a label may be located. 

2. A connector according to claim 1 wherein the cover member is 
transparent. 

3. A connector according to one of claims 1 and 2 wherein the cover 
member is mounted on the housing by a clipping operation. 

4. A connector according to claim 3 wherein the housing comprises 
location means into which formations on the cover member may be mounted. 

5. A connector according to claim 4 wherein the location means is in the 
form of slots or apertures into which said formations may be located. 

6. A connector according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
cover member when mounted on the housing extends parallel to and spaced a 
short distance from a front face of the housing. 

7. A connector according to claim 6 wherein the cover member comprises 
a flat face, and ribs by which the front face may be retained in spaced 
relationship with the housing. 
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8. A cover member according to claim 7 wherein the ribs provide the or 
said location means into which formations on the cover member may be 
located. 

9. connector according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
housing provides a shoulder providing a stop for movement of the label 
between the housing and the cover member. 

10. A connector according to claim 9 wherein the housing is provided with 
guidance means to assist in the movement of the label between the housing and 
the cover member. 

11. A connector according to claim 10 wherein said guidance means is 
operative in two mutually perpendicular directions. 

12. A connector according to one of claims 10 and 1 1 wherein the guidance 
means comprises first guidance means, operative to assist the insertion of the 
label between the housing and the cover member, and second guidance means 
operative to engage the label in a width-wise direction. 

13. A connector of the kind specified, together with a label, the connector 
comprising a transparent cover member for the label, wherein the label is larger 
than the cover member and is accessible from a location spaced a short distance 
from the cover member. 

14. A connector constructed and arranged substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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15. Any novel feature or novel combination of features hereinbefore 
described and/or shown in the accompanying drawings. 
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